for example, gets only one rather short and very unorthodox chapter. Neverthleess the list of subjects covered is impressive: chemical mediators, lysosomes, hemostatic mechanisms, fever, antiinflammatory agents; and a chapter to each of the various cells involved in inflammation. Immune phenomena also receive very generous coverage, occupying about one-third of the book.
It would be unfair to single out a few chapters for special praise, for the general standard is very good; and the British contribution, though proportionately small, is of the highest quality. The only criticism one might make is that since most of the chapters are detailed reviews, there is inevitably a certain amount of repetition and the same piece of research may be described in four or five different chapters.
However, this is a unique volume, essential to anyone interested in the fields of inflammation and repair.
ROBERT CURRAN Fundamentals of Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation by James R Jude MD and James 0 Elam MD pp xiv + 155 illustrated 40s Philadelphia: FA Davis 1965 Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications A great deal has been written about resuscitation by the method of combining artificial ventilation of the lungs and closed chest compression of the heart. The first-aider is particularly well catered for and excellent simple practical manuals are available to him. The clinician is less well served however. He tends to fall between the reports of animal experiments on the one hand, and, on the other, the often casual if not disdainful paragraphs which the subject seems to get in many medical textbooks. This short book by Jude and Elam is unique in that it will satisfy a wide range of readers. Clear illustrations and text provide all that is necessary for the practical doctor faced with an emergency, while everything important that has emerged from up-to-date research on resuscitation is included. Full and valuable reference lists are given at the end of each chapter. The diagnosis of circulatory and respiratory arrest is first discussed. Then follows an excellent account of the practical procedures of emergency ventilation and artificial circulation, the drugs used, the interpretation of the ECG, the principles of defibrillation, the after care of the patient, and finally, an estimate of the results to be hoped for. All these matters and many more are treated in a most readable yet concise manner. This book is thoroughly recommended to every doctor and to every hospital library, as a practical and up-todate manual of resuscitation and as an excellent and comprehensive summary of modem knowledge in this field. WILLIAM W MUSHIN The fourth volume in this series contains the papers read at a symposium in 1964 on 'hidden viruses'. This symposium was held in honour of Dr Richard Shope in recognition of his well known work on swine influenza and rabbit papilloma viruses, which can be said to have pioneered this field. The 17 papers were all by American authors and deal mainly with their recent studies. The term 'hidden virus' is used in a general sense, meaning no more than an infecting virus which cannot easily be detected by standard techniques. As could be expected, over half of the papers are concerned with cancer viruses, most of these with polyoma virus, particularly with its neo-antigen formation. The other papers on cancer viruses include one on mouse leukemia viruses by Gross, one on avian leukosis by Rubin and others on adenoviruses, SV40 and rabbit papilloma viruses.
The other papers deal with fundamental problems of virus infections; some being only distantly related to latency. An account of recurrent infection of man with herpes simplex virus is given by Roizman and the properties of this group of viruses is described by Melnick. The latter paper also contains a description of the particles which this author has seen in the blood of patients with leukxemia. The remaining papers are concerned with infections by poliovirus, vaccinia, LCM and various plant and insect viruses.
Because of the current interest in the association between cancer and viruses and, in particular, the mechanisms involved in such associations, this book will be of great interest to all virologists. R B HEATH Basic Human Embryology by P L Williams MA MB Bchir and C P Wendell-Smith MB BS DobSt RCOG MACE pp 136 illustrated 25s London: Pitman Medical 1966 The reduction of time spent on studying anatomy during almost all pre-clinical courses in this country has resulted in a severe curtailment of what many consider an adequate treatment of embryology. In some American schools this branch of anatomy is either omitted altogether or offered as an optional subject. The authors consider such a reduction to be wrong, but also feel that the embryology necessary for medical students can be presented in a more concise form especially if profusely illustrated by simple diagrams. The text occupies about 65 pages and
